A short history of Royal Leamington Spa up to Victorian times. 

The first time we hear of Leamington is in the Domesday Book of 1086 where a village called Lamingtone is mentioned. It was a 240 acre manor with two mills. The name of the village came from the Anglo Saxon meaning people of (ing) the village (ton) of the river leam (leam). The name of the village became known as Lemyngton Priors in the Middle Ages when the nearby priory of Kenilworth owned it.

The name Royal Leamington Spa was adopted by permission of Queen Victoria in July 1838.

The development of the town.  

In 1738 Leamington Priors was a village of 34 properties that was located by the south of the river Leam. The oldest cottages are thought to have been part of the village. In 1773 the village was recorded as having 300 inhabitants.  There are records that show that spring water was found in Leamington in 1480 but it was when a second spring was found in1784 that the town started to be developed. It was a landowner called William Abbotts who found a spring and built a small bathhouse, a pump room and a hotel for visitors. His partner was the village shoemaker called Benjamin Satchwell.  When Bertie Greatheed, another important landowner, released some land for building, the town began to develop north of the river. Houses and a hotel were built followed by the Royal Pump Rooms which opened closer to the river in 1814. It cost £30,000 to build and attracted many visitors to take the healing waters. Leamington soon became a popular and fashionable resort that attracted the rich and famous to stay.

In 1819 the Williams Hotel opened, named after the owner. It was one of the largest hotels in Europe and had 100 bedrooms, but only one bathroom.  The Prince Regent (later George VI) visited Leamington in September of 1819 and gave permission for the new hotel to be named after him, becoming the Regent Hotel. It was in this hotel that the young princess Victoria stayed in 1830. The town continued to grow. In 1831 the population was recorded as 6,269, in 1841 as 12,812 and by 1901 it had grown to 26,888. Although the fashion for spa towns began to fade, Leamington became a popular place for people to live and shop just as it is today.

The splendid new Town Hall was built on the Parade in 1884 and in 1902 the people of Leamington put up a statue to Queen Victorian that stands there today, despite a German bomb which moved the statue 1” on its plinth in November 1940.

