Looking at Buildings 

These or similar questions can be asked at each stopping point.
What type of building is this?

Domestic, public, commercial, industrial 

What can you see when you look at the building? 

At some stopping points on the walk you might like to play the ’I can see game’ which encourages detailed observation of a building.

Children take it in turns to name a feature that they can see on the building, each child adding to the list e.g. I can see a wooden door, I can see a wooden door and a sash window, I can see a wooden door a sash window and a……It may be helpful in some classes that the class together chants the list to enable children at all levels to contribute. When they can no longer add a feature the game finishes. 
At this point encourage the children to look at shape, pattern and texture.

What materials have been used to build the building?

What purpose have the different materials been put to?

What colour is the building and why have different colours been used in the building?

You may wish to include here a texture rubbing.

What clues are there as to the purpose of this building? Is it still used for the same purpose?

Why is the building in this place? 

What did the people who built /had this building built, want it to say to the people who looked at it?

(this is a nice home, this is a luxury hotel, this is an important town etc) 

If you were standing at the same spot in Victorian times how would it have been different? 

Is there any evidence that this building has been changed since it was built? 
Close your eyes concentrate on the sounds you can hear and the smells you can smell. What can you hear? What can you smell? 

What impact will might these things have on the building?

How could we find out more? 

